
 

      The Eastport Spire 
    “Inspire Us to Great Things” 
                               September2016 
 We share our experiences of God’s Kingdom with all, through our 
 faith, love, fellowship, and service.  It is our vision to have everyone 

actively involved in worship that enriches, ministries that empower, 
and evangelism that embraces all. 

 

 
 
 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

Continued special wishes and prayers go out to our 
pastoral family as they experience the love, beauty 

and challenge of early parenthood.  
 

We are grateful to have Reverend Laura Norvell and 

Reverend Beth Ludlum leading us during this time – 
they continue to uplift and inspire us with their 

messages of relevance and hope. 
 

 

 

Peach Festival 
It Takes a Whole Church! 

 

Another successful Peach Festival is behind us – the 
church is almost put back together and hopefully all 

have recovered from their sore feet and aching backs. 
So many people gave so much, it is impossible to 
name them here.  So if you manned a station, sold, 

cooked, shucked, served, washed, cleaned, or helped 
in ANY way, you are the best! And ours is the best 

Peach Festival in the world! 
~ Jackie Cunningham & Ann Rawls 
   Peach Festival Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

On behalf of the bake table team, I would like to 
thank the hard-working, dedicated ladies who serve 
year after year at the bake table. Every baked item 

was sold! Nate Owen deserves a special note of 
thanks – he did a super job selling beets and we hope 
he comes back to help next year!  And finally, we are 

grateful to all the church members who donated 
baked goods to the main table. We couldn’t do it 

without you.  
~ Shirley Owen  
 

Note:  We will continue to sell spiced jam and quarts 
of beets until they’re gone – reduced price for the 

beets is $6 per quart.  Look for them on Sunday 
mornings. 



 

As always, the dining room team did an outstanding 
job serving our guests. They made sure everyone 
went away happy and full!  A special note of thanks 

to our youth servers, Michael Valentine, Addie 
Parrish, and Brian Cunningham. 

~ Jean Strucko 
 

Hats off to the kitchen and outdoor cooking crew 

who kept the delicious food coming.  We missed 
Dave Dearborn this year but two other Daves – 

Moreland and Councell – did a fine job with the 
oven-baked chicken! LOTS of people were 
involved in the kitchen but here again our youth 

deserve special recognition – Molly & Vaughan 
Parrish were a huge help in the kitchen cleanup. 

~ Jill Peddicord 
 

In celebration of our 41st Annual Peach Festival, we 

would like to thank the following corporate sponsors 
for their generous contributions.  Please express your 

appreciation through continued patronage.  
~ Mike & Lisa Stevens  
 

Gold Level Sponsors 

($250 and up) 
Arban Precast Stone, Ltd. 

Blue Heron Dental—Holly Green D.M.D. 
Bru-Mar Gardens—Nursery & Gifts 

John M. Taylor Funeral Home, Inc. 
Owen Contracting 

Towne Park 

Wells Cove Door Knocker Company 
 

Silver Level Sponsors 

($150 and up) 
Darlene L. Winegardner—Champion Realty, Inc. 

Winegardner’s Auto Care & Radiator Repair, Inc. 
 

Bronze Level Sponsors 

(minimum $50) 
Marc Bowen Parole Service, Inc. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Who Are The United Methodist Women? 
 

We are: 

     a community of women  
     our purpose is to know God  
     we experience freedom as whole persons 

     through Jesus Christ  
     we are a creative, supportive fellowship 

     We are the UMW 
 

We want to expand 

concepts of mission, 
turning faith, hope and 
love into Christian social 

action on behalf of 
women, children and 

youth around the world. 
And we want YOUR ideas 
on how we can do this.  Sound good to you?   Then 

come join us on Wednesday evening, September 7th 
at 5:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Bring a “brown bag” 

meal (dessert and beverage are provided) and have a 
meal together (about 5:30–6:00).  We begin meetings 
with a short devotion, a business meeting for 

planning purposes (about 6:00–6:30), and a program 
or activity (6:30).  We are always finished by 7:30 at 

the latest.  
 

We know that many of our women are working 

mothers, and find it very difficult to find and extra 
hour or two at this time of day to do anything more 
than take care of their families.  We would LOVE it 

if you could find the time to join us once a month at 
our meetings.  If there is a desire to form a group for 

those who would like to meet at another time that is 
more convenient, please speak to Wendy Edstrom.  
We can help you get started. 
 

Please look for Spire articles about what we are 
doing, and check the bulletin board in Fellowship 

Hall. 
~ Wendy Edstrom 

 
 

 

September Fellowship Hour Hosts 
 

Sept 4 Congregation (holiday weekend) 

Sept 11 Cyndi & David Councell 
Sept 18 Church Picnic in Bay Ridge 

Sept 25 Jennifer Smith & TBD 
 

 
 



 
Sunday School Kick-Off 

 

 Our Sunday School Kick-off is planned for Sept. 

11th. Please encourage your children, relatives & 
family friends to attend our welcome event as it is an 
excellent opportunity to learn, see old friends, make 

new friends and have fun!  Volunteer teachers are 
needed for this event and throughout the year; you 

can sign up by clicking here.  For information about 
class projects and/or lesson plans please contact 
Jacqueline Reid Ploof at JacqReid@comcast.net or 

703.863.1275.  
 

 
 

 
 

Gracious Greetings 
 

Looks like our card making ministry is growing.  

You’re invited to join them on September 15 at 1:30 
pm when they’ll be making Halloween cards for our 

Timothy House friends.  No experience necessary, 
and it’s a lot of fun! 
~ Joyce Conley  

   
 

 

You are invited to our annual 
church picnic on Sunday, 

September 18, 2 to 5pm at 
80 East Lake Drive at the 

Bay Ridge Clubhouse. Bring a 
lawn chair and a dish to 

share.  There will be fried chicken, pizza for 
the kids, games, and a moon bounce.  Bring 

along family and friends.  Everyone welcome! 
 

 

 

 
 

Homework and Reading Ministry 
  

God continues to bless the Homework and Reading 

Ministry at Eastport United Methodist Church.  
Some statistics will demonstrate.  During the 2015-
2016 academic year, there were 69 Homework 

sessions serving 38 children.  There were 19 
“regular” participants – children who were usually 

present.   The average number of children per session 
(both the mean and median) was 13.  On average, six 
or seven volunteers, representing the church and the 

community, were on hand to assist the kids.   
  

At the end of the school year, all of the children who 

participated on a consistent basis received a 
personalized certificate noting the number of 

sessions that they had attended.  The “Club of 50” – 
four kids who took part in at least 50 Homework 
sessions – enjoyed an excursion to Barnes and Noble 

Bookstore at Annapolis Harbour Center, where each 
child had the opportunity to select books up to a 

value of $25 followed by an ice cream treat at 
Bruster’s.     
  

Four third, fourth and fifth grade children in the 
Homework program, selected by the principal and 

counselor at Eastport Elementary School, attended 
the Arlington Echo summer camp, with expenses 
covered by the church’s Neighborhood Children 

Education Fund and Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools.  Joyce Conley and Joanne Christofel, who 

provided transportation for the children, reported that 
the kids were exuberant about their experiences 
when they were picked up for the ride home. 
 

The Homework and Reading Ministry has resumed.  
The program will continue to meet Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 4 to 5 p.m. in the fellowship hall.   
The program is designed for children from 

kindergarten through fifth grade.  Last year, the 
largest number of kids were in first, second and fifth 
grades.  Sometimes our “graduates” who have 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c49afaf2aa5f94-201617


progressed to middle school come back for 

assistance or to help with the younger children.   
Homework and Reading operates like a “one room 

school house.”  Volunteers work with different 
children.  That provides flexibility to volunteers in 
terms of participation; they can come as often as they 

are able without concern that they are “letting down” 
a particular child. 
  

Church members and others who have questions 
about the Homework and Reading Ministry are 

encouraged to contact Joyce Conley, Mike Keller or 
Ann Rawls.  You are certain to find participation in 
this program to be a rewarding experience in 

strengthening the reading, writing, comprehens ion, 
and math skills of these wonderful children.    

~ Mike Keller 
  

 

Changes Are Coming 
 

Heads Up!  Work is planned for the 
church hall which will affect our 
fellowship hour.  Painting is 

coming first, and then a coffee bar 
is to be installed which will be the 

focal point for more simplified Sunday morning 
snacks.  Stay tuned and enjoy the transition! 
 

 
 

Public Servant Recognition Project 
  

November will feature a series of services that will 

honor/recognize public servants.     
  

During each service, Pastor 

Michelle will deliver a message that 
focuses on how Jesus reached out to 

the community and that reflects on 
what each of the following groups do: 
 

     Nov. 6 – Police and Fire/First Responders 
     Nov.13 – Teachers 
     Nov. 20 – Public Health Workers 

     Nov. 27 – Winter Relief  
 

In addition to the message, each group will be invited 

to have representatives at the service so they can be 
recognized. Members of   the congregation who have 

served in these professions also will be asked to stand 
and be recognized.  Sunday School children will 
create five paper banners of approximately three feet 

for each of the groups.  The banners will be signed 

by the children.   Members of the congregation will 

be invited to sign the banners as well on the Sunday 
prior to each respective service.  Pastor Michelle will 

bless the banners at the service.  The banners will be 
delivered by selected church members to a site where 
the honorees work. 
 

Two church members will be invited to present brief 
testimony during each of the first four services, 

stating how a particular group has helped them at 
some point in their lives.  Those who present remarks 

will be asked to prepare them in writing and share 
them with Pastor Michelle or at least speak with the 
pastor in advance.  For the service corresponding to 

Men’s Winter Relief, our “guests” this year will be 
invited to take part and share their perspectives with 

the congregation.  Two Winter Relief volunteers also 
will be given an opportunity to speak, and this will 
be arranged in advance following the approach taken 

in the previous services.   
 

Members of the congregation will be encouraged to 
bring additional food items for the fellowship hour 
after each of the November services.  
 

The Public Servant Recognition Project, which is 
being organized by the United Methodist Men and 

the Outreach Committee, offers an opportunity to 
honor some of those who provide vital services every 

day to our community.  If you have suggest ions 
related to this program, please speak with Mike 
Keller or Barbara Krebs.  

~ Mike Keller 
  

 
 

United Methodist Men 

to Hold Annual Navy Football Outing 
  

The Eastport United Methodist Men 
will hold its yearly Navy Football 
Outing on Saturday, October 8, 

when Navy will tackle 
Houston.    Most games in the past have turned out to 

be thrillers, often with the outcome decided on the 
last play.   Men, women and kids are invited to this 
event, which has been a lot of fun.  The United 

Methodist Men has purchased a block of 15 tickets 
for the game, and many have already been sold.   The 

cost is $30 apiece.  So do not procrastinate if you 
want to attend.  See Jim Wilcox.     
  

 



 
Small Group Studies 

 

Traditionally we have had various Bible studies on 
Wednesday mornings.  If this is to continue, we need 
to have one or several people agree to facilitate the 

sessions.  There are a number of options: 
 

¶ Select a study book (which usually comes 

with a study guide). Catalogs are available 
in the office. 

¶ Some other book of interest. 

¶ A book and accompanying movie. 

¶ A book of the Bible. 

¶ Or anything else you might think of to 

discuss – the possibilities are endless. 
 

In the past there has not been much interest in an 
evening discussion group.  However, that does 
not mean it can’t happen.  Those interested may 

meet in the chapel, or in the homes of individua ls.  
If there is interest, please contact the office, Jill 

Peddicord, or Jean Strucko. 
 
 

 
Garden News 

 

A thank you goes to all who worked in the church 
yard and gardens for the summer. It is hard work, but 

many hands made it happen; the Church looked so 
good for the Peach Festival!  There will be a planned 

work day on October 22 from 9 to 12, weather 
permitting, to simplify another garden in the front of 
the church near the side alley drive.  Please come and 

help if you can to tidy up the church grounds before 
winter comes. If you have any questions, call the 

church office or email Paulette at 
paulette318@yahoo.com. Thank you. 
~ The Garden Committee 

 

 

 

 

The Labels for Education® program is 

winding down. 

 

As of August 1, 2016, the Campbellõs Labels for 

Education Program will end.  Many of you have been 
faithful in providing these labels, leaving them on the 

bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, to be sent to The 
Board of Child Care Auxiliary of the Baltimore-

Washington Conference.  

These labels have made 
possible the many and 
various programs for the 

residents, as well as large 
purchases such as a van to 
transport residents on 

outings, small items such 
as sand and water tables for the preschool program, 
and much more.  The Board of Child Care Auxiliary 

thanks you.    Howeveré 

éThe Box Tops for 

Education is going 
strong and will 
continue for many 

years to come, so 
please continue to 
support this valuable program. In addition to the Box 

Tops found on the packaging of many products, there 
are Bonus Certificates. These are like Box Top 
Boosters that are worth more money than regular Box 

Tops.  You can find them in stores during special 
promotions, on specially-marked packages, and at the 

checkout, printed on your receipt. Online Bonuses are 
available by visiting BTFE.com/bonus.    So cut those 
Box Tops and bring them to church. You will find an 

envelope attached to a bulletin board; just put them in 
the envelope and they will be on their way to help the 
Board of Child Care further enrich the lives of the 

children and youth under their care.   
  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



             

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

           September Birthdays 
 

Sept 1 Andy Owen 
 

Sept 2 Mike Owen 
 

Sept 13 Vicki Clary 
 

Sept 15 Mike Stevens 
 

Sept 16 JoAnn Kulesza 
 David Peddicord 
 

Sept 18 Elaine Hollidayoke 
 Gage Savoy 
 

Sept 19 Betty Moreland 
 

Sept 21 Joan Dove 

 Taylor Stevens 
 

Sept 23 Sherrie Little 

 Catherine Daywalt 
 

Sept 26 Sally Colburn 

 Frances Wilmer 
 

Sept 27 Barbara Schwarz 
 Cierra Ploof 
 

Sept 28 Bob McWilliams 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

The EUMC PRAYER GROUP 

will gather on Sunday, September 25th, 

immediately after fellowship time – in the 

chancel area of the sanctuary.  You are 

welcome to join this group or to leave a 

special prayer request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September Anniversaries 
 

Sept 15 Libby & Dale Cain 
 

Sept 17 Megan & Mike Wurst 
 

Sept 23 Harriet & Earl Macey 
 

Sept 25 Sharon & Mark Stevens 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Pray for what you cannot see. 
Pray clearly 

for what you can only faintly grasp. 
Pray silently 

from the core of your being. 

Pray for healing. 
Pray for humanity. 

 

Pray lovingly. 
Pray deeply – 

pray so deeply that 
the prayer and the praying 

become one. 
 

prayer - charlie elkind - september 2001 

www.worldprayers.org 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Spire is published monthly by Eastport United 
Methodist Church, 926 Bay Ridge Ave., Annapolis, 

MD 21403.      410-263-5490 
eastportumc@verizon.net 
www.eastportumc.org 

Pastor:  Michelle Mejia 

Editor:  Eunice Corse 

mailto:eastportumc@verizon.net
http://www.eastportumc.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
   1  

 

 

 

 

 

2  3  

4  

Discussion 9am 
 

Worship 10am 
 
 

 

  

5  

 
6  

Homework 4pm 
 

 
 

 
 
 

7    
Methodist 
Women 5:30pm 
 

 

 

8  

Homework 4pm 
9  10  

 

 

11  

Discussion 9am 
 

Worship 10am 
 
SunSchool 10:15 
 
 

 

 

12  

 
Bells 7pm 

13  

 

 
Homework 4pm 

14  

 
 

 

15  

 

 

Gracious 
Greetings 1:30 
 
Homework 4pm 
 
Choir 7pm 
 

16  17  

 

18  
Discussion 9am 
 

Worship 10am 
 

SunSchool 10:15 
 

EUMC Picnic 
2 to 5pm 

19  

Bells 7pm 

 
 

20  

Homework 4pm 
 

Trustees 6:15 
 

Admin Council 
7:15pm 

21  
 

Food Pantry 
12pm 

22   

Homework 4pm 
 
Choir 7pm 
 

 

23  

 

24  

 

25  

Discussion 9am 
 

Worship 10am 
 

SunSchool 10:15 
 
Prayer Group 
after service 
 

26  

 

Bells 7pm 
 

 
 
 

27  

 
Homework 4pm 
 
SPRC 7pm 

28  

 
Lunch Bunch 
12:15pm 

29  

 
Choir 7pm 

30   

 
 


